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Life wide English learning

BHIPHREX — SiEM - SiEH

It is widely recognised that a good command of English guarantees a promising future,
and this is particularly true in Hong Kong. When it comes to English learning, experience
tells us that the keys to success lie in sufficient exposure as well as frequent practice,
which is in fact echoed by leading academics in the field.

To this end, the following assignments are given to our students as routines:
1. press cutting ( BI%R )
2. short stories reading ( BEEEE )
3. collecting useful language items from daily life
(REBREEWEER=FL ) :
4. learning through leisure activities (EERESEENET ) N‘.; s
5. reading aloud practice with recording ( &/ ERAERE )

Ms Chung Sum Lin, The English Subject Panel Head

Reading news articles is pleasurable to FK1 Students.

Learning English is NEVER tedious, monotonous in FK1. For S5 and S6 students, they
have to read a news article followed by making a one-minute presentation in the presence
of their English teachers and principal in the school hall every Monday, Wednesday and
Thursday.

It is an integrated approach to learn English through reading and speaking. FK1 students
do find such practice beneficial and favorable to their language acquisition in the areas of
vocabulary building, idea development and public speaking skills. Reading news articles
definitely keeps FK1 students updated and well-informed of local and international affairs
happening around them. When listening to classmates’ presentation, they can relate to
others’ views and understand their perspectives. It widens the scope of their knowledge
and thus broadens their outlook. For those who make presentation in public, they become
more confident in their spoken English. This school-based program is absolutely a boon
for FK1 students who have a hunger for reading news.

5A Chan Po Ying, Bella

For the purpose of helping students to achieve a good grade in DSE,
our school has provided us a helping hand. "News Sharing" is one of the
effective measures and there are several benefits | can get from it.

First and foremost, | can be exposed to everyday social issues through
reading news articles from which new and useful vocabulary items are
jotted down into my Learning Journal, my vocabulary bank.

Moreover, through the process of sharing ideas in the presence a body of schoolmates,
it can definitely enhance and build up my confidence in speaking English. Thanks to the
meaningful comments on students’ presentation from Mrs. Campbell, and other English
teachers and principal, | realize my weaknesses and learn the strengths from my peers.
After joining the news sharing, | have realized how important it is to elaborate my ideas
with evidence and examples.

To me, this is a very good practice, and | am glad to have such great chances to learn
English in such an enjoyable, challenging way.

@oendary School




5A Sze Ling Lee, Sheila

ﬁ-‘%.{: ,‘ A host of news sharing activities is arranged to help students develop a
fsr 1 keen sense of the importance of reading news articles in English. | do enjoy
.

the news sharing almost every morning. | am more self-assertive than
before through this activity as | have more opportunities to speak in English.

_a Undeniably, my marks in speaking and reading have steadily improved. In

reading, | can read most of the passages without much effort as | now have

a better knowledge of the more difficult expressions and vocabulary. Furthermore, | can
now speak fluent English to gain high marks in my oral exam.

There is a long list of benefits of news sharing. | am deeply convinced that it can improve
the students’ overall standard of English.

in $1 supported by QSIP, CUHK

Reading is fun and enjoyable. It is a pleasurable
experience for our S1 students as they are
encouraged to read a constellation of fictional and
non-fictional books from a graded reading program
called Fast Forward which has been tested, proven
and evaluated effective in enhancing young readers’
literacy skills, for example, vocabulary, sentence
patterns, grammar and phonics etc. This two-month
program is run from September to October. Thanks
to the professional support from QSIP, CUHK, our
S1 students are guided to finish 8 books with the
help of detailed and well-organized booklets in
which a systematic approach to handle fictional 1A Wen Tsz Wan Annie
and non-fictional books is introduced to students. :
Together with a wide range of in-class and after- [EASIGAIRCUSISICICERETSS
class tasks and activities, reading English books — [SUAARUSIUILERIIEUE il

becomes more approachable to our students. textbooks, can engage us |
in various activities and

encourage us to speak more
English and interact with our pss
peers. | really enjoy active
learning!

1A Hsieh Fabianna

1= = | like Fast Forward Programme.

' It is a great chance for me to

 read more English story books

S and gain more knowledge from

g the stories. Knowledge is the

- most valuable treasure. In the

lessons, | have fun joining reading activities

with my classmates. The role play develops
my imagination.

4A Vivian Lu Yilan

ft me with a fantastic memory. In two weeks,

th students from ltaly, Spain and Serb.ia. We
es. We held some debates on different

tiative and confidence in speaking in

The Brighton study trip le.
we had English lessons Wi
had discussions on diverse cultgr_
social topics. It enhanced our Ini
English. | |
After the lessons, we had some sports competitions with our foreign
classmates and it was always full of laughter.

ce to explore the beauty of the city. The
Seven Sisters

' ivi chan
There were also some city tours giving us a . '
most unforgettable event was the beautiful bus ride out to the cliff of

All of us have benefited a lot from thuig study.tour, not only the Im
standard, but also a special experience in our lives. o @

provement of English
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The benefits of learning Chemistry in English

The benefits of learning Chemistry in English are numerous. For example, we can
learn a lot of words and phrases through reading the questions, texts and listening
to teachers’ explanation. Another benefit is that we can remember the chemical
symbols easily through learning Chemistry in English. For instance, Oz is oxygen
and C is carbon. What's more, there are lots of famous scientists who have
written a lot of good Chemistry books in English. If we learn Chemistry in English,
this means that we have a lot of good reference books. The most important point
is that we can enhance our proficiency in English after reading lots of
English Chemistry reference books

ai No.1 Secomdary School
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The benefits of learning non-language subjects in English

In form three, we learnt some non-language subjects in English. |
think it was a very good to enhance my English standard. | always
spent time checking the meaning of the related vocabulary to
prepare for the lessons. Because of this, | have learnt a lot of
vocabulary from different subjects. Now | am more confident to
express my point of view in a more effective way.

am)RilkeKir3A

The benefits of learning non-language subjects in English

| am happy that | could have a chance to learn non-language subjects
in English. | get a lot of benefits from this policy. First, | become an
independent learner. When learning non-language subjects in English,
| used to check the meaning of the new words at home before lessons.
Now, | adopt this habit and prepare for lessons every day. More
importantly, it can increase my vocabulary in different scopes,
such as History, Biology and Chemistry. | find myself more
confidence in English.
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Ho Kar Lok, Leo

When | was told the Summer Job Tasting Program organized by Project WeCan was starting to recruit
members, | was very interested in it because | am eager to gain some first-hand experience in a workplace.
Luckily, | was selected to be an intern in the Community Affairs Department in Wharf Limited.

When | came to the office on the first day, | was a bit nervous as the environment was totally different
from school. Fortunately, my colleagues were nice to me and it was not difficult for me to get along well with
them.

Concerning my main duties, my department usually holds a meeting once a week. We have to discuss
the Project WeCan programs such as Young Innovators Bazaar, Project WeCan Alumni and other events.
In such meetings, | should be ready and well-prepared to voice my opinions. | realize the importance of
sharing ideas so as to make the arrangements better. For my daily duties, | was asked to prepare the telephone directories
in an excel file for my team. This has definitely broadened my English horizon by getting more vocabulary through reading
business cards containing job titles, street names and building. Also, my supervisor taught me how to make a budget
claim record, which is making the concurrences of the expenses in an event. What is more, | was invited to interview the
participants from KPMG. | had to ask them about their work using “100% English” as all of them mainly came from different
nations like Spain, Nepal and so on. It was a great chance for me to make new friends from various nationalities. Other kinds
of work included inputting information to the official website and translating Chinese into English for the leaflets, which was
not as difficult as | had expected, but | learnt that | should always have a good eye for detail.

The most rewarding experience of all was the support from my team leader, Florine who always encouraged me to
speak more English. | do believe that | have learnt a lot of spoken English from her as she used every opportunity to have
conversation with me in English. She was selfless at sharing her experiences with me.

Overall, | have no regrets about joining this fruitful and gratifying summer program. It lets me know the hardships in the
workplace. When it comes to the differences between school and workplace, people here attach much more importance to
punctuality, self-discipline and time management because these are the basic requirements to be a reliable worker. To sum
up, it is really a wonderful and fruitful experience and | would highly recommend it to my schoolmates.

Lau Hiu Fung

| was invited to join the summer job programme provided by the Wheelock Company this summer
holiday, which, | think, was a profound and memorable experience. | was engaged in the filed of accounting.

On the first day of the programme, | was shocked not only because the environment was so fresh to
me, but also | hadn’t thought that all colleagues would give me such a genial welcome. Of course, | was very
worried, too. | didn't know what would happen to me. Before that, | thought that working life would be more
relaxing than studying. However, | later found this wasn’t the case.

| started to do some accounting reports such as investment accounts and the calculation of bonds
and shares. They were far more intricate than homework. It posed a burden to me as | needed to think and
analyse a lot before typing in the suitable data. After a few days, | found that | couldn't handle the work by
myself. Therefore, | asked for help from everyone in the office. Oh, they were very supportive! As the saying goes, 'Practice
makes perfect'. | could finally deal with the work on my own.

Through this programme, | have learnt a remarkable number of things. First, my English level has been enhanced. All
the reports and documents were written in English. There was a lot of vocabulary which | didn't know. So | needed to spend
some time checking many arduous English words. Moreover, it is very common to talk to someone in English in the office,
no matter whether you are chatting formally or informally. Thus, | had many opportunities to communicate with others in
English. Secondly, my problem-solving skills have been further developed. For instance, my colleagues sometimes were not
free and so | needed to solve the difficulties by myself when | encountered some in my work. Thirdly, | become more patient
and careful. Since all the companies put the financial reports in high regards, | had to be sure there was no mistake in the
documents. As a result, | had to check twice before submitting my work. | have kept this practice even after the programme.
It is really beneficial to me! Fourthly, my social circle has enlarged. On the first day, | didn't have enough courage to talk with
my co-workers. As we had more opportunities to understand each other, later we became friends. After the programme, we
sometimes contact each other or have a gathering on our holidays. Last but not least, | have better understanding of my
ambition. | have found that | am interested in calculating things. So, | have set myself the goal of being an accountant. Finally,
| have discovered that there is a big difference between studying and working, especially the environment. In the office, it is
very quiet the whole day since everyone is focusing on his or her work, whereas in school, we have much time to chat with
each other. At work, | can freely allocate my time to finish my work and enjoy a higher degree of freedom but in the school
environment | have to follow the schedules set by teachers.

To conclude, working life isn’t easy, but | enjoyed the summer job tasting experience a lot.

S s o =S EE

Job Tasting Programme
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